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Heron Island is a coral cay island located 72 km northeast off Glad-stone, Queensland, on the Tropic of 
Capricorn (Figure 1). It is on the southern 
part of the World Heritage-listed Great Bar-
rier Reef extending along the North-East 
coast of Australia. The island area is only 
42 acres with a circumference of 1.8 km.
The island was named by HMS Fly’s 
naturalist, Joseph B. Jukes, who mistook 
the egrets for herons. The birds are part of 
the rich wildlife that inhabits the island, in-
cluding ﬂocks of mut-
ton birds and terns. 
The island is also a 
breeding ground for 
green and loggerhead 
turtles. It remained 
untouched until 1932, 
when Captain Chris-
tian Poulson was 
granted a lease over 
the island to develop 
a tourist resort. Since 
1932 it has been a re-
sort, and today Heron 
Island is a typical 
Barrier Reef holiday 
resort.  The University of Queensland 
maintains a research station on the south-
ern side of the island. Figure 1 shows a 
map of the island and lagoon. Figures 2-5 
present photographs of Heron Island taken 
Dec. 24-27, 2001. Figure 6 (Dec. 25, 
2001) shows a female green turtle return-
ing to the water after lying her eggs on the 
beach the previous night.
The wreck of HMCS Protector, shown 
in Figure 5, has been used since 1946 
as a breakwater to protect Heron Island. 
Figure 1. Schematic map of Heron Island.
Figure 2. South beach on Dec. 24, 2001.
Figure 3. Northwest beach, north of harbor at low tide. The wooden gantry (left) was 
used to transfer people and supplies prior to the construction  of the harbour.
Figure 4. Shark Bay, eastern side of Heron 
Island on Dec. 26, 2001, at low tide.
Figure 5. Wreck of HMCS Protector 
on Dec. 27, 2001, at low tide. Note the 
concrete block wall (foreground) used to 
maintain tide range in the reef despite the 
harbor excavations.
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Figure 6. Green turtle at sunrise Dec. 25, 2001, and high tide 
on the beach south of harbor.
This wreck has an 
interesting history. 
HMCS Protector was 
completed in 1884 as 
a colonial warship. 
The steel twin-screw 
gunboat was 188 ft. 
long, had a 12.5-ft. 
draft and could cruise 
at 14 knots. Her most 
powerful gun was a 
18 ft-8 inch breech-
loader able to hurl 
a cannon ball 7,500 
yards. She was used 
in the Boxer War in 
China, and in World 
War I. In 1912, her 
bow was heightened 
and the heavy gun removed. She sunk in 
1943 by accident. Figure 5 also shows the 
deep-water harbor with the concrete block 
system used to maintain the tidal range 
and times in the reef despite the harbor 
excavations.
Access to the coral cay was facilitated 
by the construction of a deep-water harbor. 
Figure 3 shows the wooden gantry previ-
ously used to transfer safely people and 
supplies from the outer reef to the lagoon. 
INTERNET LINKS
Photographs of Coastlines of Australia
http://www.uq.edu.au/~e2hchans/photo.
html#Coast_Australia 
Heron Island Walk About
http://www.walkabout.com.au/loca-
tions/QLDHeronIsland.shtml  

